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But all the while it must be remembered that
Mary herself remained personally popular,
especially with the poorer people, with whom
she mixed humbly and charitably, while her
undoubted position as legitimate in birth and
true Queen was enthusiastically acclaimed to
the end.
Philip soon after the marriage had left for the
Continent, where his presence was necessary in
the war against France. The Queen was sup-
posed to be with child. Everything was made
ready for the birth, but it was a false alarm;
she was not pregnant but suffering from the dropsy
from which she died. Her death was very holy
and beautiful. She died as her mother had died,
hearing the Mass which was being said in her
death-chamber in the early hours of a dark
winter's morning; and it is pathetic but pleasant
to remember that as she died she said that
angel children were about her bed.
With her death the whole gang immediately
seized power, using Elizabeth whom she had
spared and whom she had regarded as her
successor, because she had been deceived by
the violent protestations of Catholic loyalty on
the part of that Princess.
With the death of Mary and the advent of
Elizabeth began that slow and ultimately success-
ful effort to drive the Mass out of England and